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The IHM Sisters’ home is the Motherhouse of green renovation.

A “masterpiece of energy-efficiency,” said the Detroit Free Press.

And the Environmental Protection Agency gave it a national Clean Air Award.

The sustainable renovation of the IHM Motherhouse
drew hundreds of requests for tours from architects,
developers, educators, environmental agencies,
business and civic organizations, government
officials, builders, social action groups, and religious
communities. So the sisters launched a two-hour
educational tour to showcase their environmentally
responsive renovation.
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The tour begins with a short video, “The Blue
Nuns Go Green,” featuring the sisters’ vision of
sustainability and the story of the actual renovation
of the 376,000-square-foot Motherhouse.

Next, visitors take a guided tour of sustainable
features such as the:
° gray water system
e energy-efficient geothermal heating
and cooling system
* passive natural energy systems
* 800 refurbished wood windows
and 500 cherry doors
* low-flow, water-conserving fixtures and fittings
* high-efficiency lighting and retrofitted
period light fixtures
e green products used for flooring, painting
and drywall

After the indoor tour, visitors may want to explore
outdoor sustainable features such as the:
e restored meadow savannah, native trees
and wildflowers
e constructed wetland
e organic garden
e vegetated swales
e contemplative landscapes with
pathways that link spirituality and nature

On the tour, visitors will stop to explore the
Green Room exhibit and IHM Gift Shop, which
carries a variety of books on sustainability for
adults and children. Everyone leaves with a packet
of resource materials on sustainability.







