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The manufactured pond filters sink and bath water

return it as clear water for the facility's toilets.

Sisker Laratta Schroeder plants purple tama-
toes. She is a former Principal of 5t. Mary of
Redford and rents a plot with her two sisters.

renters with soil amendments (LHM eompost),
e prepararion, a deipinrigation svstem, edu-
eation, and coondinabion of surplus produee
demationg o chavitable orpanizations,. Ap-
prsiamstely hall of the plots are renled by w

rerired siarers with the other half consisting

sy of Wonroe aren residents olong withia
Femar Fronr Trledo, Terndale and Reoval Oal.

Motherhouss renovation

The libdstory of this society goes back Lo
1545 when two visionaries, Facher Louis (il-
let and Sister Theresa Maxis, responding o
the need to educare voung girds, began this
spiritual community, The sisters wanted to
preserve this history while updating their
building for the future.

The Mocherhouse serves as the LHM head-
quarters and is home to over 2000 sisters, with
ronghly half requiring supportive and memo-
ry care. There ave also 120 lay associstes, 345
gtafl gmost working at the Monroe campus,
a0 acres facing the River Raising, and addi-
Lionat volunteers from seversl organizalions,

When the massive 370000 square foor
structury, built during the depression in 1932,
needed remodeling, the sisters cnuld have

The 376,000 square foot IHM Motherhouse
underwent a 540 million green refurbish-
ment, completed in 2003,

bk the casy veay by destroving the old and
Frilding s vesar facility, They decided nos only
fer remmodel, bul b der it T oy that is kind fo
the esrth. They considerad not onbe the huikl-
i bt Uhe and and people, belicving eeery-
rhing is connactad,

“Green” house reoovations include an en-
ergv-efficient peothermal heating and eonling
spstenn passive alural cnergy sestoms SU4)
refurbished wood windews and 500 cherey
doors; Tow-lowe waler conserving Oxlures
high-efficiency lighting; rereofitted  perind
light fixtures; 452600 square [eet of carpet
(half of the old was donaced to 2 non-profit
argantzation ad Lall was ncioerated, none
went to a landfilly and a heat recovery syatem
thar obtaing heat exhause from ductwarle and
reuses it in outside air ducts: Green products
were nsed for Hooring (corld and painting
(low WOU contentl, Buring demelition, plaster
anid other mareriale were sorved aned recyeled.

with the help of consulbants, architeets
aned fandseape specialists, many earth-friend-
by sl cost saving systems were incorporated
into the renovation. Specialists in ecological
planning put begether the wray waler sysbem,
This swstern pumips aed water from showers




This ald nak tres 1s the site for meditation,
mectings and the annual Blessing Ceremony
to bless the earth and the plantad crops.

Beekeeping began when the guaen bes ar-
rived this past Earth Day from Randy and Judy
Durfy, beekeepers and donors.

and sinks inte 2 prepared and planted pond
wlhere 16 s clesnsed by vegetation and pea
rock, then pumped hack inta the bailding foe
nse i todlets, Accordiog w Jell Coffey, Diree-
tor of Pacilicy Opervations, “The warer looks
conpletely clear whien it cones oul Uhe olher
crd efthe pond.”

Cuteloor sustainability

Ol outdooe changes o secreate the Lol
s it emee was include swales planced in the
parking lots which minimize costly grooming,
stovmm weater runeff caprured to relieve the ooy
drairape system, and habitat provided foe birds
and bulterflics. A prairie area was planced o
eliminate mewingand gas use. Plantings were
useel a5 4 bufter between nearby residences.
Anoak savanmab s being reconscrected (oo
wmoving invasive and non-native species and
putting in paths) on 36 acres on the north end
of catmpus, A oo Lime there were 6000000
acres of nak savanmah ecosystemns in sonthesst
Michigae, mow ouly byo percent remain, ac-
cording to TTTM literature, Ponds and wetlands
Travve s Leen added along with s windmill to
keep the lavgesr pond serared and clean,

They luwe also just begen keeping beus,

The labyrinth path, which alsa accommodates wheelchairs, encourages wallers to ponder life.

“Randy und Judy Durfy ssked if they could
bring honeyhees to the THM land this past
April. They are the beckeepers, 'The queen bee
arrived on Darth Thav. Decanse honeyhees are
disappentiig at alariing rates, this s our way
e support and care for the species. We plan on
enjorying sorme loney fo," MueMel eaplained,
A tranguil labyrineh was added in the last
few years, A lobyrioh s a single path lead-
ing to the center and hack. Acooding fo THR
lirerature, a labyrintly las been foond inoreli-
aieus tradifiens and hiscory throughonr the
world, nspally placed in the fooe of sy
carly Christian churches, It is considersd a
parth of praver or personnl exploeation, This
parbivubar desizn is a circle with three divi-
sirng, from the Christion tradition of e Lein-
ity The center pattern has its origing from a
Fatence tle at the main entrance to te Motli-
erhwuse, The pavilion design replicates the
Sr hary Cenrer tower. MeNeil said, “It was
tstalled o imenaory of Sister Ann Chester,
a apiritual leader and wisionary in the THM
eotmoinily and donsted by 'l'ond Babeock, an
ITIN Assaciace and close friend, Anyone can

contined an next pase




These raised beds are for renters with physical challenges. The taal shed contains communal

equipment for all to use.

corttinmed from previos pise

walk it and itis designed for wheelchair use

THM has wion several awards and received
recognition for their suslaimable desigon and
fmplementation, fncluding the 2008 Heep
Michigan Beautilu] sward; NBC Todoy Show
Fnd Goes Green™), WDIV-TY Channel 4
{';Nu:w G Greenls Americon Instinote of
Architects (FTop Ten Building Projects™y the
Mew Yool Tines (PChting Heavenly Injune-
tioms tr Fight Barthly Warming ™ amd o ver-
lied rating of 37 points from the LS. Green

Sharan MeMeil, Ecology Director, shows off
o of the rpised beds created for wheelchair
patients, donated in memory of her parents,
Stanbey and Helen McMeil.

Builifing Council LEED-INC.

Any individual or group can take a twio-
T o of che facility and Tand for o small
Fee. The tour beging with a short video *Che
Elue Muns Go Green,” followed by an indoo-
tour and time to explore outdoers, Call Sha-
ron Venter or mere information ar Fa4-240-
8754 or check out the THM websile at wasw,
ihmsisters, o

Setrlie Parrott 18 @ gerdes weirer and
oy rapher el Hves and govdens in
Ol Cearnty, BT

T AT e
Sisters were transported to and from St Mary
Farm during the 1940' in their full habits. It
was the larpest farm in the area at the time.




